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Public  Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall,  Braintree. 

July,  1961 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  annual  report  on 
the  health,  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district 
for  1960.  I have  to  thank  Dr.  Miller  Wood  for  providing 
particulars  of  the  work  done  at  the  various  Clinics  throughout 
the  district. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  is  19,830,  an 
increase  of  250  over  1959.  The  steady  rise  in  population  is  brought 
out  by  the  following  figures,  1938  population  14,800,  1950 — 17,370 
and  1960—19,830 

Births 


There  were  375  live  births,  an  increase  of  one  on  the 
previous  year.  The  corrected  birth  rate  of  18.9  per  1,000  estimated 
population  is  slightly  above  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
which  is  17.1. 

Deaths 

255  deaths  were  recorded,  32  more  than  in  1959  and  the 
corrected  death  rate  of  10.2  per  1,000  estimated  population  is 
below  the  national  average  of  11.5 

Infant  Deaths 

12  Infant  deaths  were  recorded.  The  causes  of  death  were 
as  follows:  Congenital  abnormalities  4,  Prematurity  3,  Cerebral 
haemorrhage  3,  Gastro-enteritis  1,  Bronchopneumonia  1. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 

Only  29  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  year.  This  is 
the  lowest  figure  recorded  since  1939  which  is  the  year  that 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  made  notifiable.  It  would, 
however,  be  a mistake  to  gauge  the  health  of  the  district  by  the 
number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  as  this  figure  is  largely 
governed  by  the  incidence  of  measles.  For  example  in  1960  there 
were  only  6 cases  compared  with  376  in  1959,  while  in  1957  we 
had  a record  figure  of  950. 
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You  will  see  that  there  was  one  case  of 
poliomyelitis  but  no  cases  of  dysentery  as  compar^ 
1959  and  60  in  1958. 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  Aou^ 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  carried  on  aS  in  previous 
years  by  general  practitioners  and  doctors  at  the  Es(aex....^ur^ 
Council  Clinic  in  Braintree. 

Details  of  the  work  done  can  be  found  later  in  this  report 
and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  the  appreciable  increase  in  the 
number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  as  compared  with  1959. 

This  increase  is,  I am  sure,  largely  due  to  the  excellent 
propaganda  work  put  across  by  Health  Visitors. 

In  March  1960  the  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  scheme  was 
extended  to  cover  all  persons  from  the  age  of  6 months  up  to  the 
age  of  40. 

A great  many  people  have  availed  themselves  of  this  free 
insurance  against  an  unpleasant  disease  and  I hope  that  even  more 
will  do  so. 


Environmental  Hygiene 

This  part  of  the  report  has  been  compiled  by  your  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

You  will,  I am  sure,  note  with  satisfaction  that  good 
progress  was  made  on  the  new  water  supply  from  Codham. 

It  is  not  so  satisfactory  to  read  of  building  restrictions  due 
to  overloaded  sewage  works,  but  schemes  for  improvement  have 
been  approved. 

In  spite  of  the  restrictions  60  houses,  29  bungalows  and 
2 flats  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and  21  houses,  16  flats 

and  14  bungalows  by  the  Council. 

i 

I 

I National  Assistance,  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

i It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  provisions 

j of  this  Act. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and 
support. 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  Bayley  and  his  Staff  for  their  loyal 
and  efficient  co-operation  at  all  times  and  to  other  officers  of 
the  Council  for  advice  and  help. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  R.  C.  RAINSFORD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


3 


Public  Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall,  Braintree. 

July,  1961. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Braintree  and  Booking 

Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  in  conjunction  with  th^ 
report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  report  on  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  the  year  1960. 

Of  major  concern  during  the  yeeir  was  the  completion  of 
the  report  on  existing  and  future  requirements  for  slaugnterhouse 
facilities  in  the  district,  which  after  much  consultation  witn 
representatives  of  the  trade  and  other  interested  parties  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  amd 
confirmed.  By  general  agreement  April  1st,  1961,  was  nominated 
as  the  appointed  day  for  the  construction  regulations  to  apply  to 
all  slaugnterhouses  m the  district.  At  the  time  of  writmg  this 
report  it  is  established  that  the  district  will  retain  the  five  slaughter- 
houses which  have  been  in  operation  since  decontrol  in  1954. 
This  is  an  arrangement  eminently  suitable  to  the  trade,  but  one 
which  renders  the  task  of  inspection  and  supervision  more  difficult 
than  it  would  be  if  all  slaughtering  took  place  at  one  centre. 

The  importance  of  good  housing  cannot  be  over-emphasized 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  39  houses  were  improved  by  the 
addition  ot  bathrooms  and  other  amenities  with  the  aid  of  improve- 
ment grants,  and  30  houses  were  made  fit  by  informal  action  under 
the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts.  The  Slum  Clearance 
Programme,  which  for  reasons  known  to  you  is  not  proceeding 
as  quickly  as  anticipated  at  its  inception,  is  nevertheless  main- 
tainmg  steady  progress.  An  interesting  feature  in  connection  with 
this  work  is  the  number  of  houses  which  have  been  or  are  in 
the  process  of  being  reconditioned  by  owners  at  a cost  which  a 
few  years  ago  would  have  been  considered  prohibitive.  There 
are  various  reasons  for  this,  but  perhaps  the  most  important  is 
the  shortage  of  building  land. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  you  for  your  continued 
interest  and  support  and  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  I 
of  my  staff  and  fellow  officers. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  F.  BAYLEY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITION^  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  6,811 

Pofmlaitkm  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) 19,830 

Numbei  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  6,684 

Rateable  Value  £299,240 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £1,222 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

UVE  BIRTHS: 

Total  Male  Female 
Legitimate  347  172  175 

Illegitimate  28  13  15 

Total  'live  births — 375 

Birth  rate  pct  1,000  estimated  population  18.9 

Illegitimate  live  births  i>er  cent,  of  total  live  births 7.5 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  of  0.98  18.5 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population  ...  \1.\ 

SnriLL-BlRTHS : 

Total  Male  Female 
Legitimate  5 3 2 

Illegitimate  11  — 

Rate  per  1,000  tota:l  live  and  still  birth®  15.7 

Rate  per  1,0(K)  total  births  England  and  Wales  19.7 

Total  live  and  still  births — 381 


INFANT  DEATHS: 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year — 

Total  Male  Female 
Legitimate  11  5 6 

Illegitimate  11  — 

Total  infant  deaths — 12 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  iofant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 32.0 

Legitimate  infant  d^ths  per  1,000  legitimate  -live  births  31.7 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 35.7 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  toital  live 

births)  21.3 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21.3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  36.7 

Infantile  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  live  births  ...  21.7 


maternal  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  Nil 

Rale  per  1,(XX)  total  live  and  still  births  Nil 

deaths  : 

Total  Male  Female 

255  116  139 

Dwth  rate  per  1,0(X)  estimated  population  12.8 

Dwth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.80  10-2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  England  and  Wales H-' 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1960 


The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 


Male  Female 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

• « * 

... 

1 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

• • ■ 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

• . . 

. . . 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

. • . 

. . . 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

• •• 

... 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

. • • 

..  . 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

• • • 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

... 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

. . 

5 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

. . . 

— 

6 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

. . 

— 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

16 

10 

15, 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

. . • 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

... 

• • • 

2 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

26 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

... 

19 

16 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

... 

... 

11 

24 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

14 

22. 

Influenza 

... 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

6 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

. . . 

... 

2 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 

... 

1 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

... 

1 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

• •• 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

... 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

... 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

... 

13 

19 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

... 

... 

— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

... 

1 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

• • » 

1 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

... 

... 

— 

— 

All  Causes  116  139 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(a)  Under  the  control  of  the  Essex  County  Council:  — 

(i)  Braintree — ^Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinic,  Coggeshall  Road:  — 


Attendances 


Speech  Therapy 

Every  Monday 

10  ajn. 

612 

Child  Welfare 

Every  Tuesday 

2 p.m. 

2264 

Ante-Natal  and 

Women’s  Welfare 

Every  Wednesday 

10  a.m. 

171 

School  Clindc 

Every  Tuesday 

(By  Appt.) 

10  a,m. 

209 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Every  Tuesday 

(By  Appt.) 

Dental 

Wednesday  & Friday 

10  a.m. 

Diphtheria  & WfioopLng 
Cough  Immunisation 

1st  Friday 

(By  Appt.) 

3 p.m. 

3056 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

1st  Friday 

(By  Appt.) 

Boddne — Village  Hall. 

Child  Welfare 

4th  Thursday 

2 p.m. 

169 

(ii)  Home  Help  Service:  — 

This  useful  service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Health  Office, 
75,  Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford. 


(iii)  Ambulance  Service: — 

The  Ambulance  Station  is  situated  in  Cressing  Road,  Braintree.  A 
full  24  hour  cover  is  provided. 


fiv)  Laboratory  Services: — 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory  service  which 
includes  the  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis  of 
water  samples,  the  chemical  analysis  of  sewage  effluents  and  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of 
other  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations  are  carried 
out  by  either  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Victoria 
Street.  London.  S.W.l,  or  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Chelmsford 
and  Essex  Hospital,  New  London  Road,  Chelmsford. 


Cb)  Under  the  control  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board:  — 


(0  Chest  Clinics:  — 

These  are  held  twice  weekly  at  St.  MichaePs  Hospital,  Braintree. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Diseases 

Total  Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

r— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

Food  P.oisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

6 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Opihthalmia  Neonatoruni 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  .. 

— 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

13 

9 

1 

Tuberculosis, 

Non-pulmonary 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

29 

10 

1 

8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 
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Totals  29 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

1 Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  | Pulmonary 

M F 

M F 

M F 1 M F 

Under  1 
1 - 2 

2 - 3 

3 - 4 

4 - 5 

5 - 10 
10  - 15 
15  - 20 
20  - 35 
35  - 45 
45  - 65 

65  & over 


Totals  8 5 1 — 1 


Of  these  4 were  cases  renotified  oin  taking  up  residence  in  the 
District  during  1960. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 


Children  who  completed  a full 
course  of  primary  immunisation 
during  the  year 

Children  who  were  given  a 
reinforcing  injection  during  the 
year 

By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County  Staff 

By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County  Staff 

1960  1959 

(a)  170  (a)  149 

1960  1959 

75  31 

1960  1959 

81  32 

1960  1959 

149  68 

Totals 

1960—245 

1959—180 

Totals 

1960—230 

1959—100 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH 


Children  who  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  under  the  County  Scheme 

Records  of  combined 
diphtheria  pertussis 
immunisation  received 

By  General  Practitioners 

By  County  Staff 

1960  1959 

3 — 

1960  1959 

38  32 

1960  1959 

(b)  167  (b)  111 

1960  1959 

R^forcing 

injections  — — 

1960  1959 

— 2 

1960  1959 

44  3 

Figure  (b)  is  included  in  (a) 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

1960  1959 

Number  vacdnated  during  the  year;  151  168 

Number  re-vaccinated  during  the  year:  41  39 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

1960  1959 

Number  of  persons  who  have  received  2nd  injection;  821  1569 

Number  of  persons  who  have  received  3rd  injection:  2020  2576 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


The  Counoil’s  deep  wells  ait  Ihe  Notley  Road  Wa/tenworks  and  the 
Bocking  Waterworks  were  the  main  source  of  supply  used  in  1960.  In 
addition  lo  these  sources  approximately  sixteen  and  a half  mdUioo 
gallons  were  obtained'  from  the  Braintree  Rural  District  Oouncil,  and  in  June, 
1960,  the  deep  well  in  (the  former  Camp  ait  High  Garrett  was  re-opened 
as  a temporairy  measure.  Some  two  million  gallons  were  extracted  from 
the  la/tter  soiuce.  All  water  was  chlorinated  before  passing  into  the  mairvs. 

A public  enquiry  into  (the  Council’s  proposals  art.  Ctodham  was  held 
in  July,  1960,  and  subsequently,  permission  was  (given  to  proceed  with 
the  scheme  for  the  exitraction  of  six  million  gallons  per  week  from 
this  source  and  for  the  installation  of  a softening  plant.  The  laying  of 
mains  from  Oodham  to  Braintree  was  a'lmost  completed  during  1960 
and  plans  are  well  advanced  for  the  construction)  of  the  service  reservoir, 
softenimg  plamt  and  other  surface  works  in  connection  with  this  scheme. 
As  a temporary  measure,  pending  the  completion  of  these  works,  it  is 
proposed,  to'  put  some  of  'the  Ood'ham  water  into  supply  via  the  Booking 
Waterworks. 


The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriodogioal  examination 
during  the  year  was  ns  follows:  — 

Raw  Water  in 

Water  Supply  Total 

Notley  Road  Waterworks 

5 

1 

6 

Bocking  Waterworks 

2 

4 

6 

High  Garrott 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Supplies 

— 

2 

2 

Private  Wells 

1 

— 

I 

Codham  Borehiole 

1 
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Samples  were  also  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  the  results 
of  two  samples  are  given  as  follows;  — 


Sample  from  Braintree  Waterworks,  30.8.60. 

clear  and  bright  in  appearapce,  Jias  a reaction  on 
the  alkalane  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals.  The  hardness 
of  ,the  water  is  very  mioderaite,  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
constituents  isi  normal  for  this  source.  Its  organic  quality  and  bacterial 
purity  are  of  a high  standard. 


These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  ■water  suitable 
for  drinkiing  and  domestic  purpioses. 

Sample  from  Bocking  Waterworks,  9.8.60. 

in  sanyle  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  ap(pearance,  neutral 

a trace  of  iron. 

^e  water  is  very  hard  in  character;  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
TOnstatuents  is  normal  tor  this  source  and  is  not  considered  excessive. 
Its  organic  quality  and  bacteria]  purity  are  of  a hi^  standaixl. 

for  pubJte1uppTy1>S5<^!'^’^''^  ^ wholesome  water  suitable 
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Water  Consumption  in  the  EMstrict 

The  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Waiter  Engineer  has  supplied  the 
followidig  figures:  — 

The  amount  of  water  pumped  during  1960:  — 

Gallons 


Notley  Road  Waterworks 
Bocking  Wajterworks 
By  Meter  from  Braintree  R.D.C. 
Borehole,  High  Garrett 


214,808,000 

96,243,000 

16,467,500 

2,048,200 


Total  329,566,700 


Based  on  the  total  population  of  19,830,  and  allowing  for  130  persons 
occupying  51  houses  who  do  not  obtain  a supply  from  .the  public  madnis 
•these  figures  represent  an  overall  consumption  of  45.7  gallons'  per  head 
per  day.  The  amount  of  water  su'pplied  through  meters  for  trade  and 
agricultural  purposes  was  72,834,730  gallons  which  is  equivalent  to  10.1 
gallons  per  head  per  day,  leaving  a net  consumption  per  head  per  day  of 
35.6  gall'ons  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  total  amount  of  water  distributed  wa®  1.6%  greater  than  in 
1959,  and  was  taken  up  by  the  inicreased  populationi,  the  overall  ooni- 
siunption  in  1960  being  the  same  as  in  1959. 

Shortages  of  water  occurred  in” certain  high  areas  of  the  itown  mostly 
during  the  summer  months. 

In  connection  with  the  re-grouping  of  proposed  water  undertakings, 
the  otficersi  of  the  various  authorities  submitted  a scheme  which  was 
accepted  in  priiKapal  by  the  Sub-Committee. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Proposals  for  the  improvement  of  the  Bramtree  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council  and,  following  an  enquiry  by 
the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  the  scheme,  with  some 
amendments,  was  approved  in  principal 

An  informal  enquiry  was  held  in  Jiuly,  1960,  into  the  proposed' 
teconstruction  of  the  Bockmg  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Following  various 
amendments  the  Council  adopted  a revis^  scheme  in  December. 

Except  for  projects  which  have  already  received  planning  permission^ 
building  is  now  restricted  'throughout  the  Council’s  area. 
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INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
(1)  Number  and  Nature  oi  Inspections. 

Durinig  the  year  1960,  the  foUowing  inspeotioos  were  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  to  the  premises  detail^:- — 


Nature  of  Inspections 

Primary 

Inspections 

Revisits 

Total  Visits 

Housing — Housing  Act 

55 

70 

125 

Housing — Public  Health  Act 

• • • 

47 

71 

118 

Other  Visits — Housing  Act  ... 

• • • 

92 

25 

117 

Other  Visits — Public  Health  Act 

• • • 

152 

111 

263 

Notifiable  Diseases 

• • • 

12 

7 

19 

Water  Supply  and  Sampling 

• •• 

32 

6 

38 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

• • • 

6 

3 

9 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

• • • 

60 

55 

115 

Other  Visits — Food  and  Drugs  Act  ... 

• • • 

43 

36 

79 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

• ■ • 

6 

— 

6 

Ice  Cream  Sampling 

• • • 

28 

— 

28 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection:  — 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 

• • • 

2894 

1 

2895 

(b)  Shops 

• • • 

48 

— 

48 

(c)  Markets 

• • • 

36 

— 

36 

Factories  Act  (Power) 

• • • 

7 

3 

10 

Factories  Act  (Non-Power) 

• •• 

1 

— 

1 

Factories  Act  (Building  Sites) 

• » • 

10 

— 

10 

Shops  Act 

• • • 

1 

— 

1 

Drainage 

• • • 

36 

40 

76 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

• • • 

315 

32 

347 

Overcrowding 

• • • 

1 

— 

1 

Rent  Act  ... 

• • • 

— 

1 

1 

Moveable  and  Temporary  Dwellings  ... 

• » • 

30 

12 

42 

Vermin  and  Insect  Pests 

• • • 

17 

5 

22 

Rat  Infestations 

9 

2 

11 

Interviews  Owners /Builders 

• « • 

44 

— 

44 

Knackers  Yard 

• . • 

6 

— 

6 

Swimming  Baths  and  Sampling 

• • • 

32 

— 

32 

Miscellaneous 

... 

77 

7 

84 

4096 

487 

4583 

(2)  Notices  Served^  Etc. 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served 
Number  of  Informal  Noitioes  complied  with 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 


107 

141 

1 

4 
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(3)  Sanitary  Defects  and  Nuisances 


Housing 

Defects 
Etc.,  Found 

Work  I>one 
or  Abated 

Defective  roofs,  rainwater  pipes,  etc. 

15 

24 

Other  external  defects  

...  — 

7 

Damp  walls 

11 

9 

Internal  defects  

9 

23 

Defective  yard  paving  

1 

1 

Insanitary  sinks  

1 

1 

General 

Defective  W.C.’s  and  W.C.  structures 

17 

27 

Houses  without  dustbins  

1 

1 

Houses  with  defective  dustbins 

26 

31 

Offensive  accumulations  

— 

1 

Contraventions  of  Factories  Act 

!!!  6 

3 

Contraventions  of  Shops  Act 

...  — 

1 

Smoke  nuisances  

— 

7 

Defects,  etc.  ini  food  premises 

15 

1 

Other  nuisances'  

1 

3 

Drainage 

Choked  drains  and  W.C.’s 

66 

68 

Defective  drains 

3 

9 

Old  drains  tested  

— 

1 

HOUSING 

The  Council  OTmplerted  21  houses,  16  flails  and  14  bimgalows  dur- 
ing 1960.  In  addition  60  houses,  29  bungalows  and  2 flaits  were  built 
privately. 

Clearance  Areas 

A clearance  area  in  South  Street  comprising  seven  houses  and  a 
compulsory  purchase  area  comprising  twelve  hoiuses  in  Manor  Street  were 
declared  during  the  year. 

Twenty-two  houses  comprising  the  New  Street  Compulsory  Pur- 
chase Order  No.  2,  the  old  Police  Station  Yard  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  and  the  South  Street  Clearance  Order  No.  1,  were  demolished! 
during  the  year. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Seven  undertakings  not  to  re-let  were  accepted  under  Sectioni  16  (4) 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  in  respect  of  individual  unfit  houses.  The  families 
of  these  houses  were  subsequently  re-'housed  by  the  Council.  In  addition 
one  family  was  re-housed  by  the  Council  from  a house  which  was  the  subject 
of  a closing  order  made  in  1959. 

Repair  of  Houses 

Thirty  houses  were  made  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action  under 
the  Housing  Act  and  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Thirty-nine  houses  were  inspected  jointly  with  'the  Surveyor  foillow- 
applications  for  improvement  grants.  Schedules  of  necessary  repair 
work  were  prepared  and  sent  to  applicants  as  a condilioni  of  grant  in 
rtspect  of  erght  of  these  houses. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1959 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (includiitg 
inspections  made  by  PubUc  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

1 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

el 

i-l 

SI 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Aufcboiriities 

11 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

92 

10 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

28 

10 

Total 

131 

21 

— 

— 

II.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


I Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Referred 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.L) 

— 

■ 



— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conv/eniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  InsuflBcient 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

3 

— 

1 

(c)Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  agaimBt  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  nelatiinig  to  out- 

1 

work)  

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

3 

— 

1 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 


Outworiters 

There  are  twenty-four  outworkers  in  the  IXstriot  alil  engaiged  in 
the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
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Atmospheric  PolIutioD 

The  nuisance  caused  by  fumes  from  a galvanising  plant  was  kept 
down  to  an  absolute  minimum  and  very  few  complaints  were  received. 
This  improvement  was  due  <to  the  removal  elsewhere  of  certain'  operations 
and  the  care  exercised'  in  operating  the  plant. 

The  instruments  for  measuring  pollution  of  tihe  atmosphere 
continued  in  operation  during  1960. 


Moveable  DweHings 

Three  licences  to  use  land  as  sites  for  caravans  were  operative 
at  the  oommencement  of  I960,  together  with  eight  licences  in  respect 
of  individual  caravans  for,  specified  periods. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  which 
came  into  operation  on  the  29th  August,  1960,  provides  for  more  effective 
COTtrol  of  caravan  sites.  As  a direct  result  of  this  Act  the  numiber  of 
site  Uoences  has  been  reduced  to  three,  all  carrying  short  term  planning 
pemiission.  Of  ithese,  one  is  classed  as  ipermanent  residential  for  eighty 
caravans,  one  as  a holiday  site  for  thirty-six  caravans,  and  the  third  is 
for  one  caravan  situated  on  a site  where  it  is  proposed  to'  build  a 
permanent  house. 

There  is  also  a single  caravan  on  land  owned  by  the  Council. 


Swimming  Pools 

Two  op^-air  swimming  baths,  one  of  which  is  owned  and  operated 
by  the  Council,  were  in  use  during  1960. 

Thirty-two  visits  were,  made  to  the  two  pools  during  the  season 
on  each  occasion  field  tests  for  chlorine  were  made  and  at  noi  'time 
did  the  tests  fail  to  show  residual  chlorine  at  the  outlets. 

Eleven  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken  from 
the  Council-owned  pool.  All  were  of  satisf^tory  standard. 

Five  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and  one  for  chemical 
examination  were  taken  from  the  privatelyowned  pool  and  were 
mtisfaotory. 
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Insect  Pests 

On)©  case  of  infestation  with  fleas  was  discovered  doiring  1960, 
ini  a Council  houste.  This  was  successfully  treaited  with  a five  per  cent, 
solution  of  D.D.T. 

The  occupiers  of  private  slaughterhouses  were  advised  and  assisted 
regarding  fly  control  and  the  premises  were  kept  lumder  surveillance. 

Advice  and  assistance  were  also  given  to  occupiers  regarding  ants, 
wasps  and  other  pests  in  respect  of  81  premises. 

The  Oouncdl’s  kefuse  Tip  at  Notley  Road  was  sprayed  on  several 
occasions  for  fly  control. 


Steam  Disinfector 

This  appara'tus  wa,s  not  used  during  the  year. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Three  licences  to  keep  pet  shops  were  renewed  during  the  year. 


RodeiU  Control 

The  services  of  a full  time  rodent  operaitor  were  again  shared 
with'  neigh^uring  authorities. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  ending  31sit  December,  1960,  was 
as  follows:  — 

Total  number  of  inspeotions  and  re-inspections  ...  749 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  and  treated:  — 


Major 

Minor 

Mice 


8 

171 

24 

3 


Number  of  “block”  control  schemes  carried  out 


During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  your  Council  continued 
the  free  treatment  of  domestic  premises  and  the  treatment  of  business 
premises  upon  a rechargeable  basis. 

The  Council  wntinued,  in  oonjunotion  with  the  other  oonstituenit 
authorities  of  the  Joint  Rodent  Control  Committee,  to'  carry  out  contract 
work  for  the  destruotion  of  rats  and  mice  on  aigricultural  properties. 


Legal  Proceedings 

There  was  no  recourse  to  court  action  during  the  year. 


New  Legislation 

During  the  year  several  new  Acts  and  Orders  affecting  ,the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  came  into  force,  as  follows: 
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Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

This  Act  came  mt/o  force  on  the  27'th  November,  1960.  Itsi  effect 
is  to  make  a naiisance  from  noise  a “statutory  nuisance”  under  Section 
92  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  use  of  loudspeakers  for  several 
purpKJses  and  noise  from  aircraft  are  excluded  from  thie  provisions  of  the 
Act. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

This  Act  repealed  SSection  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
as  far  as  it  relates  to  caravans,  and  certain’  provisions  of  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act,  1947.  It  came  into  force  itogetlber  w'ith  related 
Regulations  and  Orders  on  29th  August,  1960. 

The  Act  confers  on  local  authorities  more  effective  pow'ers  for 
controlling  caravan  sites.  Model  Standards,  issued  under  the  Act,  have 
been  made  to  guide  local  authorities  on  the  layout  and  equipping  of 
caravan  sites. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1960.  Their 
main  effect  is  to  transfer  the  duty  of  issuing  (licences  to  milk  distributors 
from  district  councils  to  foiod  and  drugs  authorities  as  from  Ist  January, 
1961. 


The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

These  Regulations  consolidate  wiith  minor  amendments  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  of  1955  and  1957. 


The  Food  Hygiene  (Dodcs,  Canters,  etc.)  Regulations,  1960 

These  Regulations,  which  apply  to  docks,  warehouses,  cold  stores 
and  carriers,  are  similar  to  the  General  Riegulationis  above,  but  are  less 
stringent  with  regprd  to  the  provision  of  certain  facilities. 


The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization)  Regulations,  1960 

These  Regulations  are  to  ensure  that  all  meat  and  offal  which 
is  unfit  for  human  oonsumptioni  is  either  stained  or  sterilized. 


The  Authorised  Officers  (Meat  Inspection)  Regulations,  1960 

These  Regulations  authorise,  the  holder  of  a Certificate  in  Meat 
Inspection  issued  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Health  to 
carry  lout  the  duties  of  examination  and  seizure  of  meat. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  registration  of  milk  distributors 
and  dairies  other  than  dairy  farms  and  is  the  licensing  authority  in  respect 
of  dealers  and  supplementary  licenses  for  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  and 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 


Six  distributors  and  two  dairies  are  registered 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  licenses  were  issued  under 
Designation)  Regulations,  1949: — 

Dealers  Licensesi  for  TuberouHo  Tested  Milk 

Supplementary  Licenses  for  Tuberculin  Tested 

Dealers  Licenses  for  Pasteurised  Milk 

Supplementary  Licenses  for  Pasteurised  Milk 

Dealers!  Licenses  for  Sterilised  Milk 


under  the  Milk  and 
the  Milk  (Special 
6 

Milk  2 

5 
2 

6 


Ice  Cream 

Two  local  manufacturers  and  their  premises  iwere  registered  for  the 
manufa.cture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  The  premises  were  kept 
under  surveillance  and  no  contravention  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment, 
etc.).  Regulations,  1959,  was  observed  during  the  year. 

Eighty-five  certificates  of  registraitioo  were  in  force  covering  vendors 
of  ice  cream  retail'ing  from  shops  and  mobile  vans  im  the  Qirea.  A few 
vendors  registered  elsewhere  in  the  County  of  Essex  also  operated  in  the 
Council’s  district. 


Twenty-five  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  the  methylene 
blue  reduction  test  with  the  following  results : - 


Manufactured  in  District 
Eight  in  Provisional  Grade  I 

Three  ini  Provisional  Grade  II 

Twoi  in  Provisional  Grade  III 

Nil  in  Provisional  Grade  IV 


Manufactured  outside  District 
Three  in  Provisional  Grade  I 

Three  in  Provisional  Grade  II 

Four  in  Provisiona'l  Grade  III 

Two  ini  Provisional  Grade  IV 


In  addition  ithree  ice  lollies,  two  of  which  were  manufactured  in 
■the  Efctriot,  were  submitted  for  examination  and  reported  upon  as  being 
sa,tisfactory. 

The  two  Grade  IV  samples  were  from  the  same  source  and  the 
results  were  conveyed  to  the  authorities  in  the  District  ooncemied. 


Meat 

The  Report  on  existing  and  probahle  future  requirements  relating 
to  slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the  district,  as  required  by  Sectioni  3 (i)  of  ! 
the  Slaiughiterhotises  Act,  1958,  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries  and  Food  in  May,  1960.  After  consultation  with  trade 
and  various  interested  organisations  it  was  agreed' That  the  1st  April, 
1961,  be  recommended  as  the  appointed  day  for  the  application  of  the 
construction  regulations  to  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District  and  that 
t'ho  existing  five  slaughterhouses  would  provide  sufficient  slaughteiing 
facilities  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

All  animals,  including  horses,  slaughtered  in  the  Council’s  area 
were  inspected. 
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The  Government  continued  the  scheme  for  payment  of  a grant  to 
local  authorities  who  are  carrydi^  a heavy  bxirden  in  connection  with  meat 
inspection  and  the  Council  qualified  for  a grant  of  £346  in  respect  of  the 
financiaj  year  1959-60. 

Horseflesh  slaughtered  for  human  oonsumption  in  the  Urban 
District  is  sold  outside  the  Council’s  area. 

The  following  sets  out  the  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  and  of 
inspections  and  condemnations  during  the  year:- 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows 

Lambs 

N umber  Killed  

3397 

308 

276  7917 

17138 

799 

Number  Inspected  

3397 

308 

276  7917 

17138 

799 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis : — 

Whole  carcases  coindemned 

3 

19 

5 3 

7 

1 

Weignt  in.  lb.  condemned  ... 

680 

8087 

209  534 

731 

908 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  con- 

demned  

149 

51 

8 46 

208 

33 

Weight  in  lb.  condemned  ... 

2008 

816 

26  240 

1023 

604 

Percentage  affected  

4.6 

22.7 

4.7  0.6 

1.3 

4.3 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— _ 

- 

_ 

Weight  in  lb.  condemned  ... 

— 

— 





_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  con- 

demned  

2 

— 



— 

— 

Weight  in  lb.  condemned  ... 

69 

— 



Percentage  affected  

.06 

— 

— ~ — 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis : — 


Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   1 

Weight  in  lb.  condemned  ...  3 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  ...  — 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  — 

Percentage  affected  03 


All  condemned  meat  and  offals  were  collected  oni  behalf  of  the 
Council  by  a private  oontractor  and,  after  treatment,  used  for  animal 
feeding.  This  system  provides  adequate  safeguards  tO'  public  health. 
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Other  Foods 


As  a onesuk  of  inspeclioins  ca'rried  ooit  at  food  shops,  and  food 
prepaxing  premises  in  the  district,  the  following  items  were  condemned  as 
'unfi,t  for  hiuman  consumption  during  the  year:  — 


lb. 

lb 

Tinned  Beans 

...  9 

Hares  

18 

Corned  Beef 

...  222 

Tinned  Meait  

209 

Tinned  Carrots 

...  6 

Tinned  Milk  

29 

Cheese 

...  38 

Tinned  Peas  

10 

Tinned  Chicken  . . . 

...  4 

Rabhi'ts  

12 

Cornflour 

...  7 

Tinned  Rice 

40 

Custard  Powder  ... 

...  7 

Tinned  Soup  

30 

Tinned  Fish 

...  39 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

78 

Tinned  Fruit 

...  390 

Jellied  Veal  

112 

Tinned  Fruit  Juice 

...  5 

TL^ed  Vegetables 

21 

Tinned  Ham 

...  273 
TOTAL- 

Miscellaneous 

-1,6861b. 

127 

The  food  was  disposed  of  by  burial  at  'the  Council  tip  or 
where  suitable  for  animal  feeding. 

diverted 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

Th.e  numher  of  premises  totaliling  187  wihere  foiod  is  prepared. 


stored  or  retailed  is  as  follows:  — 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises  42 

Restaurants  (including  Snack  Bars)  15 

Works  Caniteens  8 

School  Caniteens  10 

Butchers  14 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises' 2 

Wet  and  Dried  Fisih  Shops  10 

Bakfehouses  9 

Bread  and  Cake  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  4 

Grocers  T 44 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  Food  Shops  18 


Of  .these  numbers,  'Shops  dealing  with  more  (than  one  of  these  items 
are  classified  once. 

Details  regardi'ng  milk  and  ice  cream  appear  under  separafe 
headings. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  visits  were  made  to  food  shops  during 
the  year  under  ■the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  a.nd  ^e  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Re,gulations,  1960. 

Details  of  the  various  con.tnaven'tions  found  and  remedied  are  given 
below : — 

Regulations  Contraventions 


6 

Found 

Cleanliness  of  eq'uipmenit,  etc. 3 

Remedied 

12 

8 

Food  to  be  protected  from  risk  of  oonilamination 

5 

12 

14 

Sanitary  conveniences  

14 

12 

16 

Wash  hand  basins 

20 

15 

17 

First  aid  maiterials  

4 

14 

18 

Accomm'odation  for  clothing  

1 

6 

19 

Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  ... 

4 

13 

20 

Lighiting  of  food  rooms  

— 

5 

21 

Venitilation  of  food  rooms  



7 

23 

Cleanliness  and  repair  etc.  of  food  rooms 

21 

12 

24 

Accumulation  of  refuse  

2 

8 

25 

Temperature  at  which  certain  foods  to  be  kept 

— 

2 

Where  there  is  mo-re  than  one  contravention  of  a 

regulation  in 

respect 

of  any  premises  mt  is  recorded  once  only  in  the  above  table. 

22 


Sampling  of  Food  tand  Drugs 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  relating  to  the 
sampling  of  food  and  drugs  are  administered  by  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Department  of  the  Essex  County  Council.  The  Chief  Inispeotor 


of  that  Department  has 

kindly 

supplied  the  following  details 

of  the 

samples  token  during  the  year:  — 

Almonds  (Ground) 

...  1 

Fruit  (Canned) 

1 

Baking  Powder 

...  2 

Jelly  

3 

Butter 

...  4 

Margarine  

2 

Butter  Sweets  ... 

...  1 

Milk  

44 

Coffee 

...  3 

Orange  Spread 

1 

Corned  Beef  Hasih 

1 

Pickles  

3 

Curry  Powder  ... 

...  1 

Preserves  

3 

Ehinking  Chocolate 

1 

Sausage  (Pork) 

1 

Flour  (Self-raising) 

...  1 

Spa^etti  Bolognese  . . . 

1 

Tea  

3 

Total- 

—77  samples. 

In  additionr  to  the 

above, 

the  following  samples  were  token 

at  ithe 

premises  of  wholesalers 

outside 

the  Urban  District  who  supply 

shops 

within  ^e  District: — 

Almonds  (Ground) 

...  1 

Lard  

1 

Butter  

...  8 

Margarine  

3 

Butter  Sweets  . . . 

...  10 

Meat  Paste  

2 

Cake  Mixture 

...  1 

Milk  

3 

Coffee  Essence  ... 

..  1 

Milk  (Evaporated) 

2 

Cornflour 

...  2 

Peanut  Butter 

1 

Cream  

...  1 

Pickle  

1 

Desiccated  Coconut 

...  1 

Preserves  

9 

Fish  Paste 

...  2 

Salad  Cream  

2 

Flour  (Plain)  ... 

...  2 

Sausage  (Beef) 

1 

Hour  (Self-raiang) 

...  1 

Sausage  (Pork) 

1 

Fruit  Juice 

...  1 

Soft  Drinks 

7 

Honey  

1 

Suet  

2 

Jelly  

...  1 

Tea  

1 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

Total 

—70  Samples. 

All  the  above  samples  were  found,  on  analysis,  to  be  satisfactory. 
Of  ithe  milk  samples,  three  were  taken  at  schools  and  thirteen  at 
1 hospitals. 
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